


   Back to School ideas for your classroom 



During the first week of school have your 
class create a Summer Puzzle:
 Cut a poster up and give

each student a piece of the
puzzle (be sure to put a dot
in one of the corners so that
you know which side is up).

 The students put their name on it
and decorate it with their summer
stories/photos /holiday memories.

 A class puts the puzzle together (on a
bulletin board or a wall).

 Students can then present their part of
the puzzle, read about each other’s
holiday, ask questions etc.

“Dear Me” is a letter students write to 
themselves on the first day of school. 
 Inside the letter students to discuss their

feelings about starting a new school
year, what they loved/hated about the
previous school year, and what they
expect to learn this year. The
requirements can be changed.

 The teacher collects the letters to put
them in individual envelopes. At the end
of the school year, the teacher passes
out students’ letters.

 The students read their own letter. This
can lead to other activities such as
sharing their letters, seeing if their
opinions have changed a great deal. It is
exciting to read all the letters to get to
know the students better and what they
expect.

At the end of the academic year it is 
exciting to observe the students react to 
their own letters (and share with others).



 On the first day of school give your
students a True/False quiz all about 
your summer holiday. You can have 
funny things in there like “I jumped with 
a parachute 3 times this summer!”. It 
can be done orally or the children 
discuss the statements about your 
holiday (written on a piece of paper) in 
groups and mark what they think is
True and what is False.

 Then it is the students’ turn to write a
True/False quiz about their holiday (5-6
sentences).

 Students read their sentences out loud
and the class tries to guess which
sentences are true about each other’s
summer.

 Students write three interesting/
funny/strange things about their
summer on 3 pieces of paper.
Alternatively, students can write 3
questions (Example: Where did you go
this summer? What was the most
interesting thing that happened to you
this summer? What did you read this
summer? What didn’t you do this
summer? etc).

 Students crumple the paper up into 3
“snowballs” and have one-two minutes
to have a snowball fight (put on some
music).

 When time is called, everyone grabs
the closest snowball, reads it to the
class and tries to guess the person
who wrote it (“I guess it’s Sasha’s
sentence/ holiday”) or answer the
question (if you go for option 2).

 If you really want to liven things up,
join in the fight with your class!

1. Class Summer Puzzle

4. Summer Snowball Fight

3. True False Quiz

2. Dear Me
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Your Country 

1. Write the words from the box under the right picture

2. Match the adjectives on the left with the nouns on the right (draw a line)

1. beautiful a) flag
2. big b) river
3. long c) sky
4. blue d) lake
5. yellow and blue e) mountains
6. high f) country

3. Complete the sentences. Use the words from ex.2
1) Ukraine is a ………………………………………. 
2) There are many …………………., ………………… and …………………… here. 
3) The mountains aren’t very ………………., but the rivers are …………………. and the lakes 

are…………………… . 
4) The Ukrainian flag is ……………………... . 

4. Complete the questions with the phrases from the box
the Ukrainian flag         love your country       Ukraine        in Ukraine 
in summer        Mount Hoverla        in the Carpathians 
the Black Sea  travel around Ukraine

1) Where is ………………………………………......?
2) What colour is …………………………………....? 
3) What can you ………………………………...…..? 
4) Why do you ……………………………………....?

5. Write answers to the questions below in your notebook
1) Where did you go this summer?
2) What did you see there?
3) What new people did you see?
4) Which summer day was the happiest?
5) Where else would you like to go?

flag           river           sky           lake          mountains  Ukraine

a) ………………….. b) ………………… c) ………………….

d) …………………. e) …………………. f) ………………….

Level A1 – A2 



6. Follow the arrows to read a rhyme

H A P P Y C H I L D
H O O L W I T H J R
C I T E D M A N O E
S S E I R D A Y Y N
O I H M S D P A W
T V T U S L N I
E E H M D N A A D T
M V T I W S E C F H
O A H Y E H T N U H
C S E C A F Y P P A

7. Have you memorized the rhyme? Try to write it down without looking at it.

8. Look at the snake and find 7 words. Put these words in the alphabetical order

9. Use the words from each bubble to make sentences about Ukrainian people
Example: The Ukrainians love their country.

10. Complete a letter to your new friend who lives in Britain and knows nothing about Ukraine. Use
the words from ex. 2 and 9

Dear David/ Monica,
I’m so happy that I met you in the summer camp. As you know I’ m from Ukraine. I’m going to tell you more 
about my country. 
To start with, Ukraine is in 1)………………... It’s a large 2)………………. . There are many 3)………………… ,
4)……………… and 5)………………… here. The mountains aren’t very 6)………………… , but the rivers are 
7)…………………. and the lakes are 8)…………………. . 
The Ukrainian flag is 9)…………………….. 
I would like to say that the Ukrainians are 10).………… , 11)……………… , 12)……………… , and 
13)……………… . We love 14)…………………. . Like other people,  we want to 15)………………… .
In addition, Ukrainian children are 16)…………………… . They love 17)……………………. . Ukrainian children 
also like studying English. That’s why they love spending their summer in the English summer camps.
I hope we will meet soon. 
Take care. 
Ostap 

11. Now you know how to talk about your country. Tell a friend what you know

The Ukrainians 

are
love
want 

kind
singing

hard-working
cooking

romantic

to live in peace
honest

their country
friendly

brave
creative

Level A1 – A2 



Places to Visit on Holiday 

1. Discuss these questions with your partner.
1) Where do you usually go on holiday?
2) What do you and your family like doing on

holiday?
3) Do many tourists visit your country? Why?

2. Can you answer these questions?
1) What is the name of the biggest island in

Greece?
2) Can you name three mountains in Greece?
3) What is the capital of Greece?
4) What is the weather like in Greece?
5) Why do tourists want to visit Greece?

Write down three reasons.

3. Read the text about Greece and check your
answers.

4. Read the text again. What do the numbers in
the box refer to? Write sentences.

Example: a) Sixteen million tourists visit Greece 
every year.  

5. What about your country?
1) What is the population of Ukraine?
2) Where do people go on holidays in Ukraine?
3) What can visitors do in those places?
4) What is the name of the highest mountain in

Ukraine?
5) How high is it?

6. Creative Writing
 Choose a special

place in your
country.

 Mark the place on
the map and write
about it in your
notebooks.

 What is so special about it? What can visitors
do and see there? What other places are near
it? Try to use some of the underlined phrases
from the text about Greece.

Greece 

How many people go on holiday to Greece 
every year? Do you know? A hundred 
thousand? A million? In fact, sixteen million 
tourists visit 
Greece 
every year!
That’s 
amazing, 
because the 
population of 
Greece is 
only eleven million! Why do they choose 
Greece? 

A lot of visitors go to Greece because they love 
beaches. The coast of Greece is about fifteen 
thousand kilometres long, so Greece has a lot 
of beaches! Many of the beaches are on Greek 
islands, and Greece has a lot of islands … 
almost two thousand. The biggest is Crete. 

Tourists don’t always want beaches. Some 
tourists like mountains, and three quarters of 
Greece is mountains. The highest, and the 
most famous mountain is Olympus. Other tall 
mountains are Parnassus, near Delphi, and 
Smolikas. These are great places for walking 
and cycling.  

Some tourists don’t want beaches or 
mountains. They want museums and ancient 
monuments. That’s why six million tourists go 
to Athens every year! 

Of course, tourists also visit Greece because 
of the weather. Summers are dry and hot. 
That’s perfect weather for the beach! In winter 
it snows. That’s perfect weather for skiing. So 
Greece is great for a holiday all year round.  

a) sixteen million d) fifteen thousand
b) two thousand e) three quarters
c) eleven million f) six million

Ukraine

Level A2 – B1 



School bag search 

1. Write the words from the box next to the pictures

paintbrush
money
ruler
glue
dictionary

coloured pencils
tape
rubber
markers
wallet

crayons
paper
pen
scissors
pencil

notebook
stapler
paints
pencil case
textbook

1) _______________ 2) _______________

3) _______________ 4) _______________

5) _______________ 6) _______________

7) _______________ 8) _______________

9) _______________ 10)_______________

11)_______________ 12)_______________

13)_______________ 14)_______________

15)_______________ 16)_______________

17)_______________ 18)_______________

19)_______________ 20)_______________

2. Play the game “I Spy With My Little Eye”
 Look around the classroom
 Choose an object but don’t say what it is
 Tour teacher will try to guess this object
 You have to give the first letter

Level A1 – A2 

Example: 
- I spy with my little eye

something beginning with “r”.
- Is it a rubber?
- No, it isn’t
- Is it a ruler?
- Yes, it is



3. Write one thing that is missing from the school bags (1-4)

1)  2) 

3)                                    4)      

4. Pack your bag to school. Draw 6 things you want to take in your bag. Now write
what you take in your bag:

1) ……………………………..

2) …………………………......

3) ……………………………..

4) ……………………………..

5) ……………………………..

6) ……………………………..

5. Act out the dialogue with your partner.
Then substitute the underlined words with
other school objects from ex. 1

- Can I borrow your pen?
- Sorry, I haven’t got a pen.
- Can I borrow your pencil?
- Yes. Here you are.
- Thank you.

………………………………… ………………………………… 

………………………………… ………………………………… 

ruler 
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Answer keys 
Do you know your country? Level A2-B1

Ex. 1 
1 – d) 2 – h) 3 – b) 4 – a)  5 – f) 6 – e) 7 – c)
8 – g) 

Ex. 2     
A 3  B 2  C 8  D 4  E 5  F 7    G 6   H 1 

Ex. 3   
1 – a)  2 – b) 3 – c) 4 – b) 5 – b) 

National character Level A2-B1

Ex. 3 C 
Ex. 4   
1  B  2  A  3 D       4  E  5  F  6  C 
Ex. 5   
1 D  2 C  3 A  4 F  5 B  6 G  7 E
Ex. 6   
1 prosperity  2 invasion  3 pantry  4 fearless  5 rely on 

Your country Level A1-A2

Ex. 1 

a) Ukraine;   b) lake;   c) sky;   d) flag;
e) mountains;   f) river.

Ex. 2 

1 – f);   2 – d);   3 – b);   4 – c);   5 – a);   6 – e). 

Ex. 3 

1) beautiful country;   2) mountains, rivers, lakes (in any
order);   3) high, long, big;   4) yellow and blue.

Ex. 4 

Happy children with happy faces 
Come to school with joy and fun  
They have visited many places  
With their dads and moms. 

Ex. 8 

Brave, creative, friendly, hard-working, honest, kind, romantic.

Ex. 9 

The Ukrainians are kind/ hard-working/ romantic/ honest/ 
friendly/ brave/ creative. 
The Ukrainians love singing/ cooking/ their country. 
The Ukrainians want to live in peace.  

Ex. 10 

1) Europe;   2) country;   3) mountains;   4) rivers;
5) lakes;   6) high;   7) long;   8) big;   9) yellow and blue;
10) kind;   11) brave;   12) friendly;
13) hard-working (numbers 10) – 13) any appropriate
adjectives from ex. 9  and 2, in any logical order);
14) our country;   15) live in peace;   16) creative;
17) singing.

Places to visit on holiday Level A2-B1

Ex. 4

b) Greece has almost two thousand islands.
c) The population of Greece is eleven million.
d) The coast of Greece is about fifteen thousand kilometers

long.
e) Three quarters of Greece is mountains.
f) Six million tourists go to Athens every year.

School bag search Level A1 – A2

Ex. 1 

1. pencil;   2. paper;   3. pen;   4. textbook;
5. rubber;   6. paintbrush;   7. ruler;   8. coloured pencils;
9. pencil case;   10. markers;   11. notebook;
12. scissors;   13. glue;   14. crayons;   15. stapler;
16. paints;   17. tape;   18. wallet;   19. dictionary;
20. money.

Ex. 3 

2) glue;   3) textbook;   4) pencil.
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